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H{ there,

After what seems like an eternity,here at long last is issus tvo.Pirst of all we
vould like to apoligise to all of you who re-subscribed back in August and September of
last year and were getting worried about recieving your full quota of magazines on time.
Due to some incredible problems (printers for one) , it was just not possible to get it
out any faster.But things have been sorted out now 8o the mag will appear each quarter on
time,anyway,apoligies to all of you and thanks for being so patient.

Thanks for the letters recieved,most of you seemed very pleased with the new format the
Bagazine is taking,especially the photographs.Oh! by the way,don't forget to enclose a
SAE if you want reply othervise you may not get one o.k. The next issue will ses the
introduction of a letters page and a questions page allowing you to not only praise the
band or the mag,but also to use it as an open platform for any criticism you may hay
Please no questions relating to Francis' favourite colour etc.They will be filed in the
bin!

Checking through the latest mail,the main topic of discontent appears to be the
announcement of the tour dates to the music press before the fan club.As ve are a quarter-
1y magazine it's just impossible to list them on time.However,in the future vhea & tour is
being hinted at we shall request to all of you who want to know the dates slightly in
advance to send us a SAE 80 that we mail you a news sheet vith the info as soon as they
are confirmed.

Anyvay,as some consolation we managed to arrange a trip to Brussels to see the band in
action on the Buropean leg of the I9BI World Tour.So by the time you read this you may
wvell have been one of the lucky fans to have caught the boys over there or if not them on
the second nalf of the British dates in May.Incidently we've had an incredible response
to the Brussels trip and at the time of writing it looks like being made up exclusively
of the Quo fan club.A full report will appear next issue.

This issue is stuffed full with articles based around the theme of Quo live.And we
finally managed to get that exclusive interview with the boys themselves.Unfortunately,
for reasons already stated,the news page is usually totally useless by the time it gets
printed 80 I'm doing avay with that and including only odd news and information that you
may not be able to read about in the music paper:
Lastly,due to other commitments,mainly college work what with exass rearing their ugly
heads very soon, this will be the last issus to feature myself as the fan club secretary,
However,I've been searching very hard and have found an excellent replacement.The new
fan club secretary will be Cheryl Welchaan who has been following Quo ever since the
'Dog Of Tvo Heads' album and probably inows more about Quo than Quo do themselves.Some of
you may recognise her name as she has appeared in 'Sounds' being the resident vinyl
expert on Quo in the Wax Pax columa.Oh and by the way,she can get damn with the best of
us hunky chape so don't get the impression she's a Bay City Roller fan or similar,
Anyvay,hope you enjoyed the tour and thanks for supporting the magazine as it can oaly
ot better.Before I go could the Meeting or anyone who is associated with them please
contact us,TA}

Keep on Rockin' on,
DEREK OLIVER.

P.S. Al photographs in this issue vere taken at NOMIS studios in London prior to
their tour, -

Ps

inners of the Amplifier competition will be announced next issue.
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During the past six months Quo have probably been at their most active for the 1
years.A time in which they have spent for the most part,for various reasons,away from
each other.This is also the first time that a new Quo album has been released in such a
short period of time after the last one.We usually have to wait at least a year between
recordings vhich to the Quo fanatic would suggest something is not as it should be.

That something is Quo's new found enthusiasm (check out the interview for more info)
vhich has spilled over on to this,Quo's IIth album for Vertigo.Written during and straight
after the 'Supposin' set and recorded in Dublin at Christmas just three months after the
initial desire to retumn to their roots via 'Supposin'.’Never Too late' is presented to us
at the start of Quo's first tour in two y

Ones immediate reaction would be to label this 1.p. as son of 'Just Supposin' hovever
nothing could be further {rom the truth.After just one play I was convinced that this is
what Quo have been desperately searching for over the last four albume.Bach successi
Quo 1.p. whether good or bad has alvays had one thing in common and that is they have
alvays been moving in & new direction from the previous release.Alvays searching for & nev
variation on that basic I2-bar beat yet never stepping over the thin white line to
disaster and ultimate failure.

"Never Too Late' is no exception to that rule,I0 tracks are presented to us for our
enjoyment and dare I say it,criticien’ Legs apart,guitar at 60 degrees,heads down and
off We g9.uee.

Side one opens with the title track and hits the Quo groove square on the button with a
slightly traditional shuffle in the RV'B mold,but pinned to the ground with that
unmistakable I2 bar format.lyrically Quo get heavy about the state of our World in the
eighties and represents an unusual subject for Quo to tackle.shat next,Quo doing a No-
Nukes benefit jan?? Unfortunately in my opinion the song is marred with some rather
unnecessary backing vocals in the "Yeah Babe" format.Sorry Bernie but they do sound odd.
'Something 'Bout You Baby' is next up.Short,sharp and irresistably Quo.An usual song to
coverbeing left over to accusations of commerciality in order to gain a hit 45 (hows about
22 Tops 'Tush' 1ads?).It's done in the unmistakable Quo style but again marred by some
avful backing vocals half way through the choru

ext up is 'Take Me Avay' and for my money this is vhere the album really starts.A jangly
introduction by Rick (aka 45 Hundred Ti: then BAM!! they hit that riff like an

elephant doing a Lionel Blaire dance routine.This single track makes the last set of albus
-5 seem almost retarded in comparison.The energy carried throughout the song is
staggering, reainding one of the 'Blue For You' days as does most of the 1.p. Rossi's
vocals remind me of Budgie's Burke Shelley and even the riff is like Budgie's particular
brand of boogie.That thin nasal whine of Rossi's is alive and well and was not forgotten
on the 'Dog’ 1.p. The beat is stupendous,extremly tight and punchy being the best
example of this particular style since the classic 'Piledriver' days.in over the top
ripping solo {rom Rossi puts the seal of approval on a fine track.

"Palling In,Palling Out' appears next and still finds me recovering from the last track.l
vas praying that the momentus would continue.No need to worry,as soon as the beat hit me
I breathed a sigh of relief,this is the Quo as I know them.A brittle I2-bar beat in the
traditional Quo style overlayed with a great hookline almost falling into a white regsae
beat for a couple of bars yet still losing nothing of it's boogie footings and appearing
almost introspective on some chord changes.Side one ends with the killer,what can I say
you probably all have it by now 80 you'll know for yourself.I almost lept out of my froat
Vvindow fearing that the stereo would explode such is the overt intensity displayed.Still
reeling after the last two songs 'Carol’ really gave me a sore neck.This is undoubtedl;
Quo's best piece of recording since the live albua and is probably (well in my opini
more lethal than even 'Bye,Bye Johnny',At last the band have returned to the real raunch
that they vere only hinting at on the last 1.p. A classicl!

Side two and straight into 'long Ago' & typical stuttered beat leads us into a brillisat
piece of traditional Rossi/Young style simplistic I2 bar.The chrus is superb and it sees
Rossi (incedently singing virtually all the lead vocals on the 1.p.),straining that nasal
whine as he did in the classic 'Hello' period.Again,some ratner unnecessary backing vocals
giving it & 'pop' appeal.'Nountain lady' sees Quo taking boogie to the pomp rock style of
Kansas and Styx mainly dus to Andy Brovas synthesiser vork.In the most part,the band
concentrate on an inoredibdly melodic hard rock song,not strictly 12 bar but still retain-
ing that boogie feel.A great song that deserves the appraisal it probably wom't recieve
from the critics.Straight into 'Don't Stop Me Now' with barely  pause for breath. A
partioulaly useful trick as it really shows the band slipping into overdrive as the album
progresses.The song lives wp to the title and pounds out a staggering riff vhich makes
“ne wonder what vould happen if you stepped in the vay as Quo vere laying this dowa in §
the studio.Probably the best frantic style track they've done over the last 4 albums.
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Again,vith the bearest minimun of a gap,they launch into'Enough Ts Enough.Already
previeved on the b-side of the last single it fits in extremely vell with the flow of
things,being both fast and melodic,The riff is stuttered = n' b inspired,like 80 much

of Quo's shorter songs these days.This style certainly brings a lot more life into

vhat could have been a very mediocre song.As with 'Carol' on side one,the crowning glory
on side two is 'Riverside’.Carefully constructed with a short faded intro of the chorus
and then the song proper.A frantic piece of typical early 'On The Level' style twelve
bar stripped to {t's bare essentials with the guitar well up front locked into overdrive
and again Rossi's thin nasal voice riuing over the rest providing an irresistable
melody.The nearest sounding song to this is probably 'Mystery Song' for it's energy and
all-round similarity.Just as you're savouring the frantic I2-bar riff the band slip into
their most devastating time change ever comited to vinyl,Imagine the band charging
around the stage then meeting up at the drum riser,the legs out,the hair entangled,and
crunch! they settle into the archetypal I2-bar riff.Paultl
1 vould need & whole magazine to summarise this album such is my enthusiasa.Hovever,

I hope the next few lines will be adequate.Quo,as I have already stated have been
searching for something with the last four albums.They have also been treading
dangerously close to the thin white line (the 'Heat' 1.p. especially) of disaster.This
album shows them giving up that search,and in that action they have found the answer.
This is Quo playing vhat they know and,yes it's true,the omly thing they can play is
12-bar boogis and boy,do they play it!! Certainly their heaviest album since 'Blue Por
You' and proves conclusively tnat Quo are'nt old men in boys clothes.The production

i tae best yot,concentrating on keeping the guitars well up front in the mix and
phasing out Andy Bowns rather intrusive and unnecessary keyboard playing.It's
altogether more upfront and raunchy than any of the last brace of albums and reminds me
at the very least of the 'Blue For You' sound.I would have finished by saying the next
one will be THE killer,but I'm beginning to wonder such is the standard of this
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The following is two accounts of Quo's performance at seperate venues on their recent
Britieh tour.Many thanks to the contributers John and Kim.Oh,and don't forget if

anyone vants to write an article for the mag then do just that,and ve'll endevour to
print it 0.k.? Other dates including Hammersmith and Birmingham will be reviewed in next
1ssue.

CORNISH PASTIES. St.Austell.March 1961 by Kim Le
———— e Ty T e

Quo were at last visiting the South West after an unsucessful attempt on the last tour,
vhen they intended to play inside a giant marquee at Exeter City's ground.The two
nights at the Coliseun were totally sold out.Holding approx 5,000 people the arena
slovly filled to capacity,the atmosphere,electric with anticipation,became fully
charged.A chat to someone who had attended the previous nignt revealed that the band
were a little rusty and the P.A. vas giving problems.Not surprising for a band who have
been off the road for two years.

Dovn went the lights,dry ice billowed from the stage,the only illumination coming from
the pover indicators on the amps.A terrific roar echoed around the arena as four
shadovy figures took up their positions on stage.This was immeadiately followed by
another roar as the drone from Andy Bown's synthesiser announced the onslaught of well
over two hours of blistering boogie.Rick,head down,ploughed into 'Caroline',Gone was that
rough edge of old,it wasn't as loud and my fears were realised when Rick's guitar died on
him.However, the following nusber,'Roll Over,lay Down' saw the P.A. starting to behave
itself,and things got into full swing vith everyone rockin' like crazy.A huge roar of
approval echoed around the arena as the last chord was struck.

"Lets have a look at them then" shouted Francis and the crowd was illuminated by two
banks of red lights mounted each side of the stage."Ov Are you then,alright?".There's no
need to tell you the answer is there? He apoligised for the P.A. and offered it for sale
and,"You know what it's like when you do it for the first time-your knees start shakin'
an' all that” to which the crowd laughed and cheered.'Backwater' and 'Little Lady' were
next on the 1ist.I still prefer these two with their accompanying tracks as par the 1.p.

ersions,but there again I guess they can't play everything.where as on the last tour
Little Lady' ran into 'Rockers Rollin' it now faded away as Rick changed his guitar

for a twelve string Strat and strode into 'Don't Drive My Car'."Oh-oh-oh-oh" sang the
crowd as they beat him to the mike,Rick beaming with approval.'whatever You Want'
followed,lacking the bite on record as did 'Hold You Back' due to the P.A. 'Something
'Bout You Baby' has been crticised for being too popish for the band,but live it's a
real pusper and was given a great send off in the true Quo fashion.Andy's honky-tonk
piano had * em rockin' all over the Coliseun! Not quite as fervant as usual,Rick
usually letting go and really giving it one as it's his all time

the track which is without a doubt the highlight of the 'Supposin' album,'Over The Edge'
being even more raunchier than the album version."This one's a real gut-buster”
announced Prancis.Nuff belted out the vocals whilst Rick and Francis got dahn in front of
the drus kit,a real killer.

Time now for some rather down tempo tracks as Rick changed guitar grabbing what looked
1like a six-stringed polo!! This strange guitar produced a weird sound which gave 'What
Your Proposin’ greater depth than on the album version.'In My Chair' and surprise-
surprise 'Rock N' Roll' followed."We've alvays wanted to do a slow one 8o ve're going to
do this one”.These along with 'Dirty Water' gave both band and audience a breather
before the final onslaught.'45 Hundred Times' was announced and the crowd replied with
a mighty roar,vhat a classic,nineteen minutes of furiously executed boogieee!! Tearing
aroundthe stage at a frightening pace,somehow manging not to get tangled up in the leads.
Nuff and Prancis charged at the drum riser,leaped up onto it,Nuff up there with Spud.
Meanvhile,Rick,head down,legs apart, anchored himself to the amps and hammered out that
pumping piledriving rythmn.Occaisionally he'd chase Francis around culminating in them
Both careering into the back-line! The build up to 'Big Pat Mamma' was enhanced by a deep
drone from a big black thing with four legs in the left hand corner.A guitar? Quo then
piledrived through this,'Don't Waste My Time' and'Roadhouse Blues'.

The encore,stage covered in smoke saw the frantic four delivering 'Rain' then 'Down,
Down'.Now it was John's turn to give it one, tastefully bashing the hell out of his kit
anidst a glowing,ewirling fog complete with military rolls proving that you don't have to
be Cozy Powell to show how loud you can wack 'em! Then came the finale with the crowd
and band alike giving their all.A lot of bands have done cover versions of this Chuck
Berry classic 'Bye Bye Johnny' but no-one puts it across like uo.Everybody left singing,
smiling and above all completely drained of ebergy proving beyond a doubt that Quo vere

backwith a vengence.Tvo years? It's never toolate.Me,I can't wait for the other dates.
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APOLLO APOCALYPSE. _I8th/I9th Marel By John Crook

After witnessing Priday and Saturday at the Hammersmith Odoen and hearing about St.Austell
I hestantly looked forvard to Quo in Glasgow.Surely those die-hard fans wouldn't dis-ovn
the band just because of a few sound and stage problems.Tney did'nt.dednesday night had
a superd audience, the real nutters,hair down to their knees and ready to boogi
Everyone vas on their feet at a full twenty minutes before the lignts dimmed.The set
was the same as for the rest of the tour (everybody reading should know what it comprised
of) even down to the masmoth sound probles pecially from Hossi's monitor and fuzz
pedal which gave continuous feedback.

These problems also stretched the band preventing them from truly getting into over-
drive but really getting into the audience reaction,e.g. Rossi,"This may sound like
bullshit but it's really the truth,from up here it looks really good!" One particular
avkvard moment for the band was taking the wrong cue for 'Roadhouse Blues' which at the
time added to the spontainiety of the gig but highlignted the problems inherent from
two year break from being on the road.The problems did'nt matter at all to the
majority of the punters who welcomed and recieved every song with the same continuous
raptuous applause.

Thursday night was a totally different ball game,sure the audience was still a good
80X rating of nutters but every single sound and stage problem had been wiped out.This
glg must have been at least a 75% rating on Rossi's % scale.The band had shifted a gear
or two and were really on top and playing as the tight unit we all know and love.There
did'nt seem to be any (excluding a I0 second guitar tune) any major problems throughout
the whole gig.Quo meed technical faults like they need the plague.Rossi's cocky humour
echoed around the hall as he stood peering into the gloom and the depths of the
Glasgow Apollo trying and succeeding,to view that famed balcony.Sadly,'the balcony with
the bounce' is now very much over stewarded much to the sadness of it's patrons and it no
longer moves like it used to.Quo rattled through the set with clean cut prebision
thumping out piledriving I2-bar rythmns so neat,so vell executed and yet so heavily
devastating.The new p.a. took a pounding as the man on the sound board found the
correct combination and cranked up the volume so much as to the delight of the merry
throng.Although the sound seemed very 'top' with treble,it provided enough raunch for a
g00d boogie.

Quo were on stage for over two and a half hours and did'nt ve all know it,mecks and
spines aching with pleasure of the magic I2-bar boogie.'Rock N' Roll' and 'Dirty Water'
gave everyone a well earned rest,and a grateful one at that,as a cardiac vas'nt too far
out of sight for a few people around me in the stalls.How on earth the band managed to
put '45 Hundred Times','Big Pat Mamma','Do'nt waste My Time' and 'Roadhouse Blues' in
succession to each other is beyond me,but to actually play them with the energy
required is just sometning else.

Pinally,Quo gave us a surprise on the Thursday nignt as just as they were mellowing
down the sing-along part in 'Bye Bye Johnny' Lancaster broke into a verse or two of
' Carol'(a new anthem) which only the selected few noticed,I wonder if the rest of the
band did.Roll on Brus
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PIRST NIGHT STAND - (Bakersfield SQ 6891).

SIDE NE - Caroline/Roll Over lay Down/Back Water/Rockers Rollin'/Is There A Better way.
SIDE TWO ~ You Don't Ovn Me/Hold You Back/Rockin' AllOver The World/Dovn Down.

SIDE THREE - Dirty Water/45 Hundred Times.
SIDE POUR - Big Pat Mamma/Don't waste My Time/Roadnhouse Blues.

Continuing in our series of QUo bootlegs we come to this double l.p. recorded in
Nevcastle,New South Wales and Australis on their first date of their Australian tour on
July I8th I9768.An American pressing on the little known Bakersfield label.

As already explained in the last issue most bootlegs originate from the U.S.A.,Japan
and Burope.But over the last few years several new bootleggers have appeared from down
under vith the result that Australia is fast becoming & major source for bootleg record-
ings.As Quo are virtually unheard of in the U.S.A. it seems strange that this 1.p.
should originate from the States,Bakersfield (the record label) is a town in Northern
California which is as every self respecting vinyl junkie should know is a highly and
prolific centre for the manufacture and distrubution of bootleg recordings.Many well
knovn bootleg labels originate from this state namely TAKRL,BERKELEY and IMP who are
ocurrently at the peak of their activity.l would hazard a guess' that Bakersfield records
18 in fact a cover name for one of the bootleggers mentioned in order to avoid P.B.I.
activity vho have hit the labels extremely hard in the past,yet they alvays spring back
into buimess as soon as the heat is off.Another point to dwell on is the fact that with
the advent of suitable 'known' bootleggers in Australia in recent years (Phoenix for one)
it seems strange that the albua should have been pressed in the U.S. and not in
Australia Prehaps the owner of the master recording found the U.S. bootleggers to be more
luorative in their offer to press it up.Whatever the case,the l.p. started to find it's
vay into the UK in early '79 and is still fairly easy to track down due to the fact that
1t has been re-pressed by a Belgium bootleg outfit operating under the name of Raven
Records.
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to that of 'Live In Lyon'.Unlike 'Lyon' the mix does not favour any particular sources
such as the guitars or druss and is on the whole of a more satisfactory balance.All
instrusents therefore share equal prominance with the mid-range (rythan guitar) being
particularly beefy.Vocals are clear and all the lyrics are extremely audible.The guitar
is superb and no sound level is lost vhen switching from chord work to lead runs.Andy
Bown's keyboards are fairly audible throughout but burried sufficiently within the
raunchy sections to render them inaudible which in my opinion is how they should bel!

I am not sure whether this is a straight in-line recording via the mixing desk as the
audience is quite audible throughout which is unusual for a recording of this type.It's
probably a particlarly good audience recording made on expensive equipment.At present I
tend to favour this theory,but whatever the case it is cetainly recorded in stereo.The
highlights,and there are many,are as follows.Side one offers us and incredible vibrant
performance of 'Roll Over,lay Down' being far superior to that of the Quo live set and
almost matching the definitive live E.P. version.After 'Backwater' the band leap into
an absolutely stunning extended version of 'ockers Hollin' complete with the most
deverstating chugging piece of I2-bar Quo have ever performed. 'Is There A Better way'
finishes side one and is similar to the studio version except the keyboards are far too
prominant for my liking.

Side two opens with a superb stuttered 'You Dpn't Own Me',a nasty crackling is present
on my copy and is obviously due to it being a poor quality pressing.The band then attack
wvhat is probably the most definitive Quo song for years,'Hold You Back'.Prom the first
gentle finger picking from Rick as the audience catch the beat to the absoloutely
thunderous entry by the rest of the band.This song boasts nothing short of the greatest
gut-wrenching I2-bar boogie progression since that of 'Uon't Waste My Time'.Presented
here in all it's glory,rav,basic and unashamedly Quo to the very essence.Francis,as
alvays,takes time out to cool things down and crack a few jokes with the audience,He is
in particularly good form throughout the 1.p. joking constantly about first night
nerves and other sundry vorries.Next up,'Rockin' All Over The World' is a good performa-
nce of an exceptional song.The audience joining in on every occaision for a bit of vocal
thrashing.This is probavly the only song where your attention is audibly drawn to the
keyboards extensively.Track seperation leads us into the encore of 'Down,Down'.A
enthusiastic Aussie fan can be heard askine for this number as the jangly opening
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ives vay to frantic crash as the bana leap into the song proper.An extended version is
presented as per the album version ending on a similar finale to that of 'Is There A
Better Way'.

'Dirty Water' opens side three and the sound becomes noticebly clearer with the mix
betveen all the instruments and audience becoming crystal clear.In fact,if it wasi't for
my slightly duff pressing I would go as far as to say this was equal to,if not better
than the quality of the officially released live double.The rest of this side is
devoted to Quo's piece de resistance -'45 Hundred Times'.After the opening chorus the
band launch into a lurching boogie progression emphasised here by being a lot more
Tauchous and strident.There's no getting avay from it,as mich as I hate to say it,
musically this is a better version than on Quo live.Being more fuller than the slightly
Teserved official recording.The only thing missing is the Apollo crowds atmosphere.As
far as the extended work-out in the middle section is concerned this version stays very
close to the live version as we all know.Tnis is unusual as we all know that this
particular song is used as a vehicle for musical freedom in allowing the band to develop
the beat as it occurs to them on the night.Incidentally the longest version of '45
Hundred Times' I've ever heard Quo perform was one that lasted 30 minutes on the last
night of the British tour in 1979 at Hammersmith,

'Big Pat Mamma' remains as frantic as ever and sets the jace for the rest of the
Temaining nusbers.The most effective moment is the middle section when the band bring the
beat dovn then pick up the Tiff with both guitars,another piece of claseic Quo.with
bardly enough time for a short breath,bang and they're off again into 'lon't Waste My
Time'.That thin nasal whine of Rossi's never sounded better.One of the most simple yet
effective kick-arse riffs the band have ever employed.'Roadhouse Blues' as alvays winds
the vet up and provides us with a real stormer.Building to some amazing heights on
that simplistic beat the band chumn out with 100% enthusiasm.Only one rendition of the
Jig 18 performed as opposed to the usual two but which seems to have been cut completely
from the version the band are currently performing in '8I.

Again I can offer no advice to you on how to obtain a copy,Oh,that reminds me 1 must
POp over to Camden Market next weel




[image: image16.jpg]


[image: image17.jpg]QUO INTERVIEW

On the eve of Quo's 1961 tour of Great Britain myself and fellow fanatic Cheryl
Welchman caught up with the band at NOMIS rehearsal studios at the back of Londons
Olympia district.The band had spent their time rehearsing between here a disused Odeon
in Kilbum,North London where the full P.A. and lighting rig had been assembled to iron
out any problems and to make things run smoothly.

Arriving early evening we found the band resting after a particularly hard days
rehearsal running through some new numbers several times just to get things right.
Although the band were extremely tired and vorn out they all expressed great enthusiasm
to talk to us and to find out more about the fan club,The following is an honest report
of that meeting.

THIS HAS BEEN AN INCREDIBLY ACTIVE PERIOD POR THE BAND WHAT WITH HECTIC TOURING AND
RECORDING PLANS,WHY HAS ALL THIS HAPPENED SO SUDDENLY 7t

Alan - "When you tour as mch as we do,or should I say did,you tend to get into a rut.
Por example just before the 'Rockin' album we had a long break of about eight months
vhich vas partly due to reasons like John having appendicitus and myself moving to
Australia,and in general things kept holding us up.So we decided to get Pip (Williams)

in to help us with our ideas but eventually he became too dominant and by the time we got
o the 'Vant' album we decided what we wanted to do and have subsequently tried to return
o the old track again anc get that rav edge back.Sometimes you have to go down the
rocky road to find the smooth path®.

BUT WHAT ABOUT THE RESURGENCE OF ACTIVITY??

Alan - "It got to the point after the 'Want' album when everyone thought,can we do any
more? And we all felt a little apprehensive about going around the same circuit again,
This time was either going to be the break up or the mext stage of the band,so we decided
to give it everything we've got this time around and everyones got a new spark of
enthusiasm vith everything fresh again.

1 WONDERED WHETHER THE BAND WERE CONCERNED ABOUT HEADING IN A SPECIPIC DIRECTION APART
PROM GETTING BACK 70 THE RAUNCH,AS THE WRITING TENDED TO CONCENTRATE ON SHORTER SONGS
RECENTLY AS OPPOSED T0 THE LONG TRACKS OF OLD 77

Rick - "We're not aiming tovards any direction,just going the vay it feels.As for the

songs,1 think the standard of writing is very good

Prancis - "The extended workouts are more relevant to a live situation but we still

try to keep it souding fresh,a lot of times it seems like a lot of guitar going on
used to enjoy doing it but I think we've moved on from that now".

1 miss them but you've really got to tour to make them work and sound tight".

TALKING ABOUT LIVE WORK IS THEHE ANY CHANCE OF INCLUDING SOME O¢ THE MORE UPTEMPO
CLASSICS THAT YOU HAVE'NT PLAYED LIVE FOR SOME YEARS??

Prancis - "We've tried 'Slow Train' and 'Drifting Avay' at various points,some just
do'nt work for various reasons and some we'd like to do but we've only got X amountof
time on stage and the majority of fans want to hear the set as they now see it".

1 BEG T0 DIFFER,AS SUKELY IT MUST GET RATHER HEPETITIVE AND BORING FOR THE BAND TO KEEP
CHURVING OUT THE SAME SET NIGHT AFTER NIGHT.SUKELY THE INTHODUCTION OF SURPRISE SONGS
WOULD ENHANCE THE SPONTAINEITY OF THE GIG 77

Prancis - "We could but it would probably sound rough and untogether,then there's the
problem of pacing,trying to get down to the correct tempo of say,'Railroad' just
wvould'nt work".

Aan - "New numbers just slide into the set,ve do'nt decide on paper before the
rehearsals.The same as the old numbers slide out 'cos it just feels right at the time.
You've got to remember your a fanatic and have probably seen us many times.A lot of kids
have only seen us once or twice 8o we have to cater for them as well.My idea has been to
do a block of some of the old numbers in the middle of '45' or 'Roadhouse'.We

would'nt play the whole thing,but just a few bars of each.Unfortunately no one else
wants to do that,ve may do 'Do’'nt Think It Matters' but who knows?".

The band are well aware of the die-hard fanatics who have followed Quo since the early
days and they spend a good portion of there time searching the audience for familiar
faces.

Rick = "That's the way it is,Quo are a street band we're not trying to pull punches on
our audience,we get up there and work our balls off and the audience work just as hard
as we do,which makes for a bloody good night for both of us.We like to relate very much
ISzo the audience that is why we vork 80 much to the front of the stage.We like to watch
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expressions and see people getting off.You see a lot of people a lot of people in th
sudience with vaist coats on for Francis and the blonde geezers wearing white shirts.It's
very flattering, the biggest complimént you could have.I know we get a lot more blokes
than girls at our gigs,l honestly do'nt know the reason but we've alvays believed in the
pover of the music rather than the sex image thing of say the Stones,and we've alvays
pulled 99% geezers but since the 'Rockin' tour it's broadened and we even get the odd
screan now.

WHAT'S THE BANDS FAVOURITE VENUE??

Prancis - "Obviously England as a country is our favourite.I like Glasgow, Birminghas and
Wembely,they're a great audience but the fans like smaller places.For effeciencey
Germany is alvays top of the list.France is bloody hard work though"

John - "I liked Dublin Dalymount open air gig that we did,it was really something,Cardiff
Castle was good,Glasgov,Hammersmith. .. theére all good".

I HAD HEARD RUMOURS THAT THIS TOUR WAS GOING T0 BE RECORDED FOR ANOTHER LIVE ALBUM.IS
THIS TRUE OR WILL WE HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL NEXT YEAR FOR THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY??

Prancis - "There was talk about doing one but it's getting too late to organise that now,
maybe later on the second leg of the tour.The original was done at the wrong time,it
came out 80 raggedy we should have done it at the end of the 'Rockin' tour when the band
vas 80 well oiled and slick that it would have come out better",

Alan - "Basically,the set has'nt changed that mich".
Rick - "I vas pleased with the live 1.p.,it's not the best technically but at least we
did*nt go back end tart it up or anything,it's as ve are
John - "I do'mt 1ike live 1.p.'s,you have enough to worry about at a gig without worrying
if things are technically correct or not".

In case you're wondering,l asked the band if they had heard any of the bootlegs doing
the rounds.Comments ranged from,"interesting”,"humn","can you do me a tape or get me &
copy" to "mo”.Talk then tumed to the past albums,especially those since the live 1.p.

WHAT ARE YOUR MOST DISSAPPOINTING ALBUMS,IN RETROSPECT??

Prancis - "It's about time someone asked us that.Either 'Heat' or 'Want',they had sose
nice tracks with good ideas (homs,chick singers,etc) but it was the wrong thing at the
time
Alan - "I was'nt really happy with any of the three albums since 'Quo live' but of all ef
them my least favourite was the 'Heat' set,and my favourite vas 'Want',but since
'Supposin' I think we've turned a new leaf".

Rick - "The one I like least is definately the 'Heat' 1.p..It vas a funny period for us
ve vere'nt sure which direction to go in.Yeah,it vas definately under par.There's so much
chunkyness in the guitars,Francis and I have this unity which creates the Quo sound.It's
hard to capture that sound on recor ,other people have tried but failed".

ANY SOLO ALBUMS PLANNED??

Prancis - "We've talked about it and I started to do one with Bob (Young) a long time ago
but we scrapped it after one or two tracks,I think Rick should try one first".

Rick - "I've thought about it but that's as far as it goes at the present.No serious
thoughts at the moment as I'm too busy with Quo.I love ballads but I have'nt written any
recently,it's fortunate for me that Quo can do slow stuff like 'For You' and ‘'Island’ in
vith the rockier numbers".

IT SUDDRNLY CAME T0 MIND APTER SEEING THE BANDS GEAR STREWN AROUND THE STUDIO MADE ME
ASK WHETHER THEY HAD CONSIDERED USING RADIO MICROPHONES POR THEIR GUITARS.

Rick - "I must admit that we do collide sometimes,it's kind of charecteristic that the
guitar leads get knotted.With 40ft of leads you can go anywhers you want for 40ft!! Also,
we don't want the local taxi service calling R2 to U2 coming out in the middle of a
nusber”,

AND WHAT OF THE PUTURE??

Alan - "I'm 8till enjoying it but at times it does get to the stage when the band starts
to rule you.And you get to thinking that every time I step outside the front door I've
g0t to put something Quo-ish on.But I would rather leave the band than the band leave
The touring is hard but you get used to it.The firat week is alvays very hard and then
funnily enough it starts to get easier and you tend to stay up a little later but we try
to control that".

WHAT ABOUT THE STATES?? 11
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Alan - "We went down well everywhere but it's such a big place and we just could'nt face
touring night after night for months on end up like we did in Burope.Another thing that
did'nt help vas the lack of promotion.I think it will happen one day but we're just not
bothered anymore".

And with that the band decided to call it a day and retum to their homes to get some
vell earmed sleep.If anything showed through to me,it was their honesty and down-right
basic friendliness.Yep,no tantrums or complaints about equipment being a little out of
order.when the Quo have a job to do they get down and pull their fingers out to get
things done properly,on time.Por myself,I just could'nt wait to catch them on the tour.

QUO CRAT

This is a new feature in which we will feature news (if any),messages,and general chat
about the band and it's environs,

Firstly a few messages and pleas,wWould the Meeting or anyone who knows them please
contact the mag.In case you do'nt know they are a bunch of Quo freaks who play in a London
based band and base their set and sound on the Quo's I2-bar raunch.And believe me they're
shit hot ! Even their original numbers could fit on any of Quo's early albums.That
covered with their early 'Piledriver' style image is superb and feature is definately
guaranteed if they would contact us.

If anyone who has a copy of the infamous 1972 'Hamburg' bootleg please drop us a line.As
nobody we know can actually claim to have seen a copy,yet rumours persist that it still
exist.Reports suggest that this was an extremely limted edition one run European
bootleg reputedly having only 500 pressed.Also has anyone got/seen/heard about the
Newcastle '79 1.p. with a deluxe black and white laminated cover.Reputedly another 1imited
Tun edition by a British bootlegger,please write in.That reminds me,if you have the 'Live
In London' bootleg of 1979 then please feel free to write a review for it and send it to
me,tal! Oh,if you're one of the estimated three people in Great Britain with a copy of
the official 'Live In Japan' 1.p. then get the pad out and get writing to us.Tapes abound
but the 1.p. is driving me (to coin a phrase) crazy.There will be a full in-depth report
on this 1.p. in the next issue.

Sorry about the non-appearence of the discography in this issue but due to space
problems we've had to hold it over until next issue.In case you're wondering how in-depth
the discography will be,I can tell you that I'll be featuring over 40 albums plus a heap
of related recordings and the singles to follow.Did Quo back Bernie Frost on a
particularly heavy single back in 1976/77 77 All will be revealed.

Next we move onto the tour and inparticularly to Quarry.Generally the tour went dovn
exceptionally well with the band getting off on an exceptional reaction fearing that two
years off the road may have eroded some of their past glory.The only real problems being
with the sound and lighting rig used.The back-line gave a lot of problems at St.Austell,
"terrible" vas one punters reaction,and at Hammersmith on the Ist and 2nd night,being
replaced for the final two with a bank of reassuring Vox amps used since 1977 on the
Rockin' tour.This led to an almost over night change with tne sound problems being
eradicated to a minimum,Subsequent gigs,Birmingham for one,just got better but failed
again to some extent in Glasgow on the first night.
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